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December 15, 2021 
 
Shelly D Hipson 
RR3 
Shelburne, B0T 1W0 
 
Sent via email: shellyhipson@gmail.com 
 
Dear Shelly D Hipson: 
 
Re: You are entitled to the information you requested - 2021-01575-HEA 
  
The Department of Health and Wellness received your application for access to information 
under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the Act) on August 19, 2021. 
 
In your application, you requested a copy of the following records: 
 

Amended September 8, 2021: Records that show, 
 1. Definition of a COVID-19 case that is used in Nova Scotia. 
 2. Please provide any and all reports from the start of the pandemic on how 
 COVID-19 death were determined. 
 3. Report on COVID-19 deaths that were probable or from clinically compatible 
 illness 
 4. Information/data that has been gathered as a result of COVID-19 testing: 
 a. Total number of COVID-19 tests done monthly for 2020 and so far in 2021, 
 Please provide:  Number that were positive: 
 For the positive cases, please include how many were: 
 Confirmed,Probable,Symptomatic,Asymptomatic 
 Number that were negative: Total number of COVID-19 deaths: 
 Determined by PCR test,Determined by a public health authority, a coroner using 
 their discretion,autopsy 
 How many of the deaths were tested and symptomatic, asymptomatic, confirmed. 
 Any record that identifies data that shows that the only illness they had was COVID-
 19 and it was the true cause of death (they did not die because they were at  the end 
 of life and they did not have any other serious illness – for example, they were 
 young, healthy, and died of COVID-19 only) 
  (Date Range for Record Search: From 3/22/2020 To 8/19/2021) 
 
Responsive records have been located and are attached. Records have been provided that 
respond to part 1 and 4 of your request. The Department has completed a search for records 
that respond to part 2 and 3 of your request and no responsive records were found. 
 
 
 

 
 



You have the right to ask for a review of this decision by the Information Access and Privacy 
Commissioner (formerly the Review Officer). You have 60 days from the date of this letter to 
exercise this right. If you wish to ask for a review, you may do so on Form 7, a copy of which 
is attached. Send the completed form to the Information Access and Privacy Commissioner, 
P.O. Box 181, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2M4. 
 
Please be advised that a de-identified copy of this disclosure letter and the attached response 
to your FOIPOP application will be made public after 14 days. The package will be posted 
online at https://openinformation.novascotia.ca/. The letter will not include your name, 
address, or any other personal information that you have supplied while making your 
application under FOIPOP. 
 
Please contact Melinda Frelick at 902-424-6920 or by e-mail at 
melinda.frelick@novascotia.ca, if you need further assistance regarding this application.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Craig Beaton 
Associate Deputy Minister  
 
Attachment 










